Reactivation of hepatitis E infection in a patient with acute lymphoblastic leukaemia after allogeneic stem cell transplantation.
Hepatitis E virus (HEV) is the major cause of several outbreaks of waterborne hepatitis in tropical and subtropical countries and of sporadic cases of viral hepatitis in endemic and industrialised countries. Generally, HEV causes an acute self-limiting hepatitis. The clinical course is characterised by transient viraemia and transaminasaemia followed by a full hepatic recovery. Recent studies describe prolonged and chronic HEV infections in some immunosuppressed patients after solid organ transplantation. Here, an indigenous acute limited hepatitis E in a patient with Philadelphia chromosome-positive acute lymphoblastic leukaemia prior to allogeneic stem cell transplantation is reported. Fourteen weeks after stem cell transplantation, reappearance of HEV viraemia was observed, with increasing viral load and modestly elevated serum transaminases. Sequence analysis of the viral RNAs revealed a reactivation of endogenous HEV genotype 3, indicating viral persistence after recovery from acute hepatitis E.